[Surgical repair of valvular diseases in patients over 75 years of age].
From January 1985 through August 1993, 41 patients older than 70 years underwent valvular surgery. In them, 10 patients were older than 75 years old. We evaluated those operative results. First, we classified them into 3 groups; Group A: over 75 y.o. (10 cases), Group B: 70-74 y.o. (31 cases) and Group C: 60-69 y.o. (39 cases, from January 1992 through August 1993). Surgical deaths were 1 case in Group A, and 1 in Group B. Distant deaths were 1 case in Group B, and 2 in Group C. Preoperative cardiac catheterization data showed the progression of cardiac failure in proportion to aging. But postoperative data showed no difference among 3 groups, and the condition was reversible. NYHA classification and cardiothoracic ratio (CTR) showed the same results. In summary, in valvular diseases in patients over 75 years of age, the progression of the condition was recognized but it was reversible. So we conclude that the surgical repair of no influence of age is necessary.